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Christmas Legacy 

 I just came back from the Catalyst OneDay conference in Lancaster, PA, 
and I’m feeling pretty energized.  While I was gone there were people here getting 
the Christmas decorations ready at the church, which are quite extensive. 

 The approaching Christmas season ties in with one of the talks given by 
Andy Stanley at Catalyst about the importance of having a balanced life and 
making your family the #1 priority in your life.  As we approach Christmas, will 
you use this season to draw closer to your family?   

 Christmas is not only a time for us to celebrate the coming of God to live 
as one of us – fully human and fully divine – it is a time when we celebrate the best 
values we hold: generosity, compassion, goodwill to all.  We probably have more 
family traditions centered around Christmas than any other time of year. 

 One of the things Andy said particularly struck me.  He said: “Your greatest 
contribution to the kingdom of God may not be something you do, but someone you raise.”  
Given that I don’t have children, it might have been easy for me to ignore that 
quote, but I think it applies to all of us, because it applies to more than our 
biological children.  What if our greatest contribution to the kingdom of God is 
meant to come not through our direct efforts now, but through someone whose 
faith we have bolstered in this church?  What if our greatest contribution to the 
kingdom of God may not be realized until the next generation – or even 
generations beyond that? 

 The Christmas season is a wonderful time for introducing people to the 
person of Jesus Christ.  God Incarnate, becoming one of us, is such a compelling 
revelation about the nature of God.  It shows us the incredible extent of the love 
God has for each and every person.  Each of us needs to know how much God 
loves us.   

 We hope that you will take the time during Advent, the four-week period 
leading up to Christmas where we prepare for the coming of Christ, to focus on 
helping your family truly appreciate the Christmas story once again.  Kellie will be 
preparing a series of 90 Second Sermons especially for families on an Advent 
theme.  Watch them as a family and discuss the meaning of Christmas. 
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 We can also take the Christmas experience to the world around us.  
Each of us can invite someone to the Candlelight Carol Service on December 
15th or either of our Christmas Eve services.  Pray about someone whom the 
Spirit is leading you to approach, who needs to hear these words fresh again: 
“Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”  
(Luke 2:10-11) 

Maybe this will be the year their faith is awakened.  Maybe this will be 
the year that they develop a deeper relationship with Jesus.  Maybe this will be 
the year that the trajectory of someone’s family tree is changed because of an 
encounter they have with the Messiah.   

 Everything we do is for the glory of God, with an eye toward the future.  
Your commitment – your time, your energy, your tithes and offerings – is 
helping to build the kingdom of God.  What you do will be felt generations 
from now and in places far removed from our communities. 

 In a season when retailers are encouraging us to devote ourselves to 
instant gratification – they would even like us to cut our Thanksgiving dinners 
short to go shopping – take a stand in favor of the long-term good.  Invest time 
in your families, in your friends – invest in the things that will continue to 
matter decades from now in this life and eternally in the next life. 

Merry Christmas, 
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From the Choir Room 

Friday, DECEMBER 6 AT 6:30 P.M. 

Carols Around the Table: An Advent Family Ham Supper 
Please join us for our renewed Carols Around the Table on Friday, December 6 at 6:30 p.m. in Elmore 
Hall.  And we’re going to do the cooking!  We will provide a delicious supper of ham and side dishes (a 

freewill donation will be accepted) and traditional desserts.  Supper will be followed by a fun time of 
singing traditional Christmas carols accompanied by David Macfarlane.  Please sign up at Coffee &  

Conversation – we hope to see you there! 
 

Saturday, DECEMBER 7 AT 7:30 P.M. 

Palisade Vir tuosi Holiday Gala 
The Palisades Virtuosi, flutist Margaret Swinchoski, clarinetist Donald Mokrynski and pianist Ron Levy, 
will be joined by Katherine Henly, soprano and the Teaneck HIgh School Madrigal Singers, Steve Bell, 

director. Also performing will be First Presbyterian's own organist and music director, DAVID 
MACFARLANE. The brass quintet, "BRASS FORCE FIVE" from Montclair State University will begin 

the program with a festive fanfare. The evening will be filled with Holiday favorites and music for all  
ages. There will be a reception with delicious goodies following the concert. Tickets are $25. 

 

Sunday, DECEMBER 15 AT 4:00 P.M. 

102nd Candlelight Carol Service  
The highlight of the Christmas season is this beautiful service presented at our church for the 102nd 
consecutive year.  The music will include carols old, new and traditional, audience sing-along and the 
singing of “Silent Night” and candle lighting. Our Chancel Choir and soloists will be accompanied by 

brass quintet, harp, flute and percussion. Invite your friends to share in the beautiful music of the  
season and come early for best seating. 

 

Tuesday, DECEMBER 24 AT 6:00 P.M. 

Christmas Eve Family Service 
A Christmas celebration especially suited for families with children featuring our Chancel Choir,  

soloists and special guests. 
 

Tuesday, DECEMBER 24 AT 10:45 P.M. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service 
Bergen County’s most beautiful Christmas Eve service at the traditional late hour ending at Midnight.  

A special extended prelude precedes the 11:00 p.m. Worship Service. Our accomplished Chancel Choir 
will sing music of Adam, Schalk, Gardner, Wilcocks and Rutter. 
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READ TO FEED 
Read to Feed program this fall raised $900, thanks to Carolina Zuluaga, Project Manager! We 
thank the children, the youth and all the families who participated! Proverbs 19:17, “Whoever is 
generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed.” 
 

THE PUMPKIN PATCH 
The Pumpkin Patch in October raised $1267.25 for Heifer International, thanks to Project Manager 

Lauren Bigler and 65 volunteers who unloaded the pumpkin truck and staffed the Patch!  We sold $5,069 of  
pumpkins. We keep 25 % for Heifer and the rest goes to the Pumpkin Patch in Greensboro, NC who pays  
the Navajo Indians in New Mexico to grow and harvest the pumpkins and truck them across the country. 
“In the 9 years of sponsoring the Pumpkin Patch here, we have sold $36,098 of pumpkins, can you believe, and have raised 
$9,025 for Heifer International!” according to Dorothy V. We will be celebrating this great mission on December 15 
with the 13 Managers of the Patch since 2005 and with Karen Fountain, representing Heifer! Heifer news from the 
Phillipines: the families we serve have suffered significant loss  
of property – their homes and the livestock that Heifer has  
provided. They need our help  
 

UNICEF 
Unicef, United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund, raised $250 this fall, thanks to Rachel Kumor  
and Chloe Rees, Project Managers, and all the children, adults and families who donated to this  
important mission! 

 

GOD’S CREATION WALL CALENDARS FOR 2014 with beautiful  
pictures and scriptures are now available for only $7.00 which benefits another mission project  
of our Youth Group. Logan Beharry is Project Manager at Coffee and Conversation, and  
Camilia Polack at Crossroads. These calendars make wonderful Christmas or hostess gifts. 
 

PARENTING GROUPS MEET IN DECEMBER 
 On December 1, Parents of Special Needs Children meets as a Support Group at 12:30 p.m.  

 

 The Second Sunday Parenting Group with Young Children will not be meeting on Dec. 8 
but will join the opening of the Art Loft and the Prayer Loft.  Families are also cordially  
invited to the Christmas Cookie Exchange and Dinner at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  Our January 
get-together will be the Epiphany Play and Three King’s Festival in Elmore Hall on January 5.  
We do have a gift for all our families called “Finding Bethlehem, a Child’s Activity Book for  
Christmas”.  Look for it on December 8.  

     

LEADERS & TEACHERS of Church School and Scripture Study met on November 22 to plan for  
the Winter Quarter plus Bible Study with Rev. Hong for the lessons from December through February. 
 

EPIPHANY 3 KINGS DAY FAMILY CELEBRATION  
Join us on Sunday, January 5th for 11 a.m. *worship and 12 p.m. brunch at a special service that 

shares the Christmas Story at the season of Epiphany – a perfect post-Christmas time for families to 
gather. (*Little ones childcare provided)        

       - Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 
 

Children, Youth, & Family Connection 

 



 

 

JOIN US FOR A DEC. 8TH BLESSING OF                                   AND  
THE PRAYER LOFT 
 

The upstairs has been transformed! Join us on Sunday, December 8 following Coffee and Conversation as we 
bless the space and officially open The Art Loft@FPC and also open The Prayer Loft. Some of you might  
remember these spaces as the ‘Upper Gym Storage Area’ and ‘Upper Room Chapel’ and we hope you’ll visit and 
experience them in the newly renovated dynamic space. Looking for a quiet space to pray during the week?  
The Prayer Loft (upstairs next to The Art Loft) will be open each day, every day during church office hours. It’s a  
beautiful and quiet place to take your prayer life even deeper.  
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MOM CONNECTION 
 

There will be no Mom Connection in December. See you in January! 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 
Wednesdays through December 18 at 11:00 a.m. in the Chapel 
 

Parents and caregivers of preschoolers, join us for  
children’s yoga in the Chapel for this free time of play.  We’ll begin and end each playful yoga session with  
learning the Lord’s Prayer with our bodies.  Bring a friend and enjoy! Email Pastor Kellie with any questions  
at Kellie@Englewoodpres.org. 
 

FPPK INVITES YOU TO SHOP FOR THE HOLIDAYS  
First Presbyterian Preschool and Kindergarten is inviting you (and any anyone you know who would be interest-
ed) to join us in our Amazon Rewards fundraiser. FPPK earns money every time you shop on Amazon - as long  
as you get to Amazon through our website.  There is no registration required, no cost to you and no hidden  
gimmicks.  It is super easy - just one extra click!  We are hoping that all families will take advantage of this easy 
fundraising effort during the holiday season, and would love it if you could spread the word.  So, all you have to 
do is access the amazon site by clicking through this link: http://www.fppkschool.com as the site address. The 
link to amazon is on our home page.   
 

Also, please save the date for our annual BAKE SALE: Tuesday, 12/17 and Wednesday, 
12/18.  As always, the goodies are not to be missed!  We will have a gift for everyone on 
your list, and while you are shopping, we are sure you will find a treat for yourself as well. 
Leslie Kavanaugh, President of the Board.  



 

 

COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, December 19, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room. 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you are a 
caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s Caregivers’ 

Support Group.  Through an exciting partnership with the Bergen Family Center, we are able to bring you both a 
wide array of educational programs, information about available resources, and supportive sharing led by Sheila 
Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center.  Each meeting is comprised of a 
presentation by a local expert offering advice and resources, followed by a time of discussion and sharing.  For 
additional information, contact Rev. Hong at rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward this invitation to 
others you know who are feeling the burden of caring for others.  All are welcome.  Light refreshments will be served. 

GRIEFSHARE:  
FPC'S WEEKLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  

Tuesday evenings, December 3, 10, and 17 from 7-8:30 p.m. in the East Room 
 

Anyone who has experienced the death of a family member or friend is invited to attend GriefShare: FPC's 
weekly support group for people grieving the death of someone close.  Through each GriefShare session you 
will find encouragement and help in grieving the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family member 
or friend.  GriefShare is a nondenominational, Christian support group where each session begins with a  
video presentation followed by discussion led by the Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo. Please feel free to forward  
this invitation to others you know who are grieving the death of a family member or friend to join us for 
this program on Tuesday evenings at 7 pm.  Sign up for GriefShare on the FPC Web site in the ‘Happenings’ 
section or email Rev. Kellie at kellie@englewoodpres.org. 
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News for the Congregation 

FPC NEEDLE CRAFTERS DECIDE TO MEET ON SUNDAYS 

FPC NEEDLE CRAFTERS, coordinated by Wilda Lagrosa and Sara Lee, invite both men and women 
interested in knitting or crocheting and those wishing to learn the needle craft to join them on  
December 8 at 12:45 pm. following Coffee & Conversation. The click of needles, the touch of 
yarn, acrylic or wool, the miraculous creation of beautiful fabric from a single strand of yarn – any 
knitter knows the satisfaction in the simple act of knitting.  

HOSTING FAMILY PROMISE 
We are hosting homeless families again from Sunday evening, December 22 to Sunday morning, 
December 29. Our Support Congregations are hosting 5 of the 7 nights but we need to provide 
dinner and 2 overnight hosts for Christmas Day, December 25. We also need dinner on  
Saturday, December 28.  The beds and partitions arrive and we need help after Coffee &  
Conversation on the 22nd to set up Elmore Hall for our guests. Sign-ups will begin on Sundays. 
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CENTER FOR DISCOVERY & DISCIPLESHIP 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday mornings, 10:00 a.m. in the East Room with child care. 
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study continues each Sunday at 10:00 in the 
East Room.  Each week Rev. Hong reviews the text that forms the basis of 
the sermon that day, illuminating issues of history, context, and translation 
that affect the interpretation of the passage.  We encourage you to arrive 
early and enjoy a good discussion and fellowship prior to worship.  Please 
note: there will be no Bible Study on Sunday, December 29. 
 
 

FIRST THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Wednesday, December 4, at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room. 
 

The First Thursday study group will meet on Wednesday, December 4 (note the unusual day) at 10:00 a.m. in 
the East Room for an enjoyable time of study and discussion of the next lesson in the Wonderstruck series by 
Margaret Feinberg, followed by a bring-your-own lunch with desserts provided.  Please join us for a wonderful 
time of friendship and celebration. 

ANNUAL AUTUMN AUCTION A SUCCESS 
I want to thank the members of FPC and the Auction Committee for their  
hard work and participation in this year’s auction. We attracted a large crowd that  
gave generously; $10,000 was raised! $3,000 will be distributed to the Woman’s Club 
of Englewood for the Vivian Farris Scholarship Fund which assists young women with 

college tuition. In addition, $3,000 goes to the First Presbyterian Preschool and Kindergarten, 
and $2,000 each to the Center for Food Action and the Veterans Memorial Home in Paramus, 

NJ.  All donations will be used locally. Very nice items not bid on at the Auction will be available for your 
CHRISTMAS GIFT shopping on Sunday, December 8 during Coffee & Conversation.     
                              Thank you, Philip Tamis 

First Press 

COMMITMENT 
What does your COMMITMENT to FPC mean?  It means that lives are changed.  

Forgiveness is felt.  Relationships are reconciled.  When people are in relationship with Jesus, 
they find hope, purpose, and freedom.  Make a bold commitment to our mission, and help  

build God's world.  We are at a particularly exciting time in the life of FPC.  As you choose to increase your 
commitment to our work together in this congregation, know that your response will affect generations to come.  
If you have not yet submitted your Commitment Card for 2014, please bring it to church.  You may also submit  
a commitment card online; simply visit www.englewoodpres.org, and under ‘Members’, choose ‘Giving’.  
Participate fully in the miracle of what God is doing in our midst! 
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Other News 

WALK THE LABYRINTH ON NEW YEAR’S EVE  
The indoor LABYRINTH on the floor in the Chapel will be open on Tuesday, December 31 from 

7–11 p.m. Come for a time of giving thanks for the past year nd prayers for the New Year about 
to begin. All are welcome including families with children, youth and college students.  The 
community is also invited to walk the labyrinth, an ancient ritual and yet, a modern discipline in 

a quiet, candlelit space.  
 

WINTER COAT COLLECTION  
We are collecting gently used, clean winter coats for all ages from Sunday, December 1st to 
Sunday, December 15th. The coats will be delivered to the Burlington Coat Factory, and they will 
distribute them to needy families in the area.  There will be a large collection box in the Lobby of 
Elmore Hall for all your donations.  Thanks for helping people stay warm this winter! 

ALTERNATIVE GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS 

Taking part in the growing holiday tradition of giving gifts that help those in need can 
make our gift-giving more meaningful and make a difference. Giving Catalogs from  
Heifer International and Presbyterian Mission are available at the church. 

SUKKAH SUNDAY BENEFITS CFA  
30 bags of groceries and an Offering of $766 were donated to the Center for Food Action 
on November 10. An additional $220 was given earlier so our gift to CFA was a total of 
$986.00. That will go a long way to provide a holiday meal for so many needy families in  
our area. The Mission Committee thanks all of you for your generous donations! 
CFA used our church to distribute hundreds of meals the week before Thanksgiving! 
 

THANK YOU  
Children’s Aid and Family Services says thank you: “Please accept our sincere thanks for your  
donations which are helping needy families and their babies in our Baby Basics program.” 

FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST 

The next Food to First on the First is December 1st. 
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CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS contemporary worship that worships every Sunday evening at  
5:30 p.m. in the Chapel. It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams) and  
the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great  
alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!  Childcare provided in the Nursery.  
Note that Crossroads will NOT meet on Sunday, December 15 (please attend the  
Candlelight Carol Service), or December 29. 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 

DOES SOMETHING NEED FIXING?  
Do you see something that isn't working as it should?  A light bulb that's out?  A dispenser 
that's empty?  Send a quick email to pleasefixit@englewoodpres.org and we'll get it to the right 
person to be taken care of.  (And anything you can do to help us keep this place in tip-top 
shape would be greatly appreciated!)  

PULL-TABS 
Are you saving pull-tabs from cans? Bring them to the church to provide free housing and 
counseling for families of children who undergo treatment for life-threatening illnesses at the 
Ronald MacDonald House.  

EYE GLASS RECYCLING 
Do you have eye glasses to recycle? Bring them and place in the basket provided.  
John Fraser, a member of the Closter Lions Club, will take them to their Eyeglass 
Recycling Center. 
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People You Know 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Matt and Jennifer Maynard on the birth of their daughter, Parker Cassidy Maynard on 

November 4, 2013. Congratulations to big brother, Ryder, too. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Carly Billings who graduated in August from the University of West Florida with a 

degree in Environmental Science. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Paloma Camacho who received the Milford Steven La Page Award for Sportmanship, 

Attitude and Dedication to her Soccer League chosen by the referees. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO NEW MEMBERS: Chris and Alice Broaddus, Bruce and Rosetta Forshee, Moon and 

Young Han, Dean and Jennifer Henry, Eileen  Liu, Kate Matsuda, Andy Ryu and Grace Chun, Thomas White, 
and Christopher Tauss! 
 

BAPTISM BLESSINGS FOR: Vanessa Idamae Shuman, daughter of Nathan and Andrea Shuman who was baptized 

on November 3, 2013. 
 

YOU ARE INVITED TO: The Melody Arons Center (MAC) annual free holiday concert on December 19, 7 p.m., 

at Teaneck Library with Ray and Marilyn Arons as Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus.  The evening features children of 
all ages singing or performing in the show and we are invited to this family fun event. Children in the audience 
take turns being the drummer for the sing-a-long.  For more information, call MAC at 201-692-7908. 
 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available on 
our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our Web 
site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC by joining 
our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of Englewood), 
follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON  
DECEMBER 12TH 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
In case of INCLEMENT WEATHER, you are now able to dial in to our phone system and hear a recorded 
announcement of whether any of our activities are impacted.  During the opening message, just press 7 (think of 
pressing "S" for "Snow") to be informed of whether any events have been cancelled. 
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Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 
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Merry Christmas 
Wednesday, December 25, 2013 


